
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 464 883 SO 033 840

AUTHOR Narvaez, Darcia
TITLE Who Should I Become? Using the Positive and the Negative in

Character Education.
PUB DATE 2001-04-14
NOTE 16p.; Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American

Educational Research Association (Seattle, WA, April 10-14,

2001).

PUB TYPE Reports Descriptive (141) Speeches/Meeting Papers (150)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS *Behavior; *Citizenship; *Classroom Techniques; Elementary

Secondary Education; Ethical Instruction; Futures (of
Society); *Individual Development; Models; Social Sciences;
Social Studies

IDENTIFIERS Character Development; *Character Education; Conceptual
Frameworks; Moral Education

ABSTRACT
The Community Voices and Character Education (CVCE) Project

presents a model for moral education that is based on four ideals: (1) the

consensus among leaders worldwide on the necessary characteristics of a
citizen in the new century; (2) the conception of human goodness from moral

philosophy; (3) conclusions from social sciences about what helps humans
thrive; and (4) a common morality approach in which the particularities of a
community are integrated with research-based principles. From these four
ideals, this paper draws a framework for moral education and clarifies the
framework using a question-and-answer format. The questions asked are the
following: (1) What does citizenship in the 21st century require of persons?
(2) What is the conception of human goodness as conceived by moral
philosophers? (3) How do the social sciences contribute to what is known
about human flourishing? (4) What is a common morality approach? and (5) How
should a moral education program be structured? Positive and negative aspects
of behavior are emphasized to help students see the continuum of
possibilities from the best to worst. This continuum helps them construct a
self as they, answer in their daily actions the question, "Who should I
become?" Contains a table of ethical processes and skills for practical
reasoning and functional ethics. (BT)

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the ori inal document.



°0
°0

\W
ho

Sh
ou

ld
 I

 B
ec

om
e?

U
si

ng
 th

e 
Po

si
tiv

e 
an

d 
th

e 
N

eg
at

iv
e 

in
C

ha
ra

ct
er

 E
du

ca
tio

n.

C
/)

r 1

P
E

R
M

IS
S

IO
N

 T
O

 R
E

P
R

O
D

U
C

E
 A

N
D

D
IS

S
E

M
IN

A
T

E
 T

H
IS

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L 
H

A
S

B
E

E
N

 G
R

A
N

T
E

D
 B

Y

T
O

 T
H

E
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
A

L 
R

E
S

O
U

R
C

E
S

IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 (

E
R

IC
)

D
ar

ci
a 

N
ar

va
ez

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

U
.S

. D
E

P
A

R
T

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

O
ffi

ce
 o

f E
du

ca
fio

na
l R

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

Im
pr

ov
em

en
t

E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

A
L 

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S
 IN

F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

C
E

N
T

E
R

 (
E

R
IC

)
lie

T
hi

s 
do

cu
m

en
t h

as
be

en
 r

ep
ro

du
ce

d 
as

re
ce

iv
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

pe
rs

on
 o

r 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n
or

ig
in

at
in

g 
it.

O
 M

in
or

 c
ha

ng
es

 h
av

e 
be

en
 m

ad
e 

to
im

pr
ov

e 
re

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
qu

al
ity

.

P
oi

nt
s 

of
 v

ie
w

 o
r 

op
in

io
ns

 s
ta

te
d 

in
 th

is
do

cu
m

en
t d

o 
no

t n
ec

es
sa

ril
y

re
pr

es
en

t
of

fic
ia

l P
E

R
I p

os
iti

on
 o

r 
po

lic
y.



W
ho

 S
ho

ul
d 

I 
B

ec
om

e?
U

si
ng

 th
e 

Po
si

tiv
e 

an
d 

th
e 

N
eg

at
iv

e 
in

 C
ha

ra
ct

er
 E

du
ca

tio
n

20
01

 A
m

er
ic

an
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l R
es

ea
rc

h 
A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n
A

nn
ua

l M
ee

tin
g,

 S
ea

ttl
e

D
ar

ci
a 

N
ar

va
ez

, U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
N

ot
re

 D
am

e
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

Ps
yc

ho
lo

gy
, N

ot
re

 D
am

e 
IN

 4
65

56
dn

a 
rv

ae
z(

&
,n

d.
ed

u

H
ow

 d
o 

yo
u 

de
te

rm
in

e 
th

e 
co

nt
en

t o
f 

a 
m

or
al

 e
du

ca
tio

n
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

? 
H

ow
 d

o 
yo

u 
de

ci
de

 w
ha

t t
o 

in
cl

ud
e 

an
d 

w
ha

t t
o

ex
cl

ud
e?

 H
ow

 d
o 

yo
u 

de
ci

de
 w

ha
t i

s 
po

si
tiv

e 
an

d 
w

ha
t i

s 
ne

ga
tiv

e?
T

he
 C

om
m

un
ity

 V
oi

ce
s 

an
d 

C
ha

ra
ct

er
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

(C
V

C
E

) 
pr

oj
ec

t
(N

ar
va

ez
, E

nd
ic

ot
t, 

&
 B

oc
k,

 2
00

1)
 p

re
se

nt
s 

a 
m

od
el

 f
or

 m
or

al
ed

uc
at

io
n 

th
at

 is
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

fo
ur

 id
ea

ls
: (

1)
 th

e 
co

ns
en

su
s 

am
on

g
le

ad
er

s 
w

or
ld

w
id

e 
on

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s 
of

 a
 c

iti
ze

n 
in

 th
e

ne
w

 c
en

tu
ry

; (
2)

 th
e 

co
nc

ep
tio

n 
of

 h
um

an
 g

oo
dn

es
s 

fr
om

 m
or

al
ph

ilo
so

ph
y;

 (
3)

 c
on

cl
us

io
ns

 f
ro

m
 s

oc
ia

l s
ci

en
ce

s 
ab

ou
t w

ha
t h

el
ps

hu
m

an
s 

th
ri

ve
; (

4)
 a

 c
om

m
on

 m
or

al
ity

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
in

 w
hi

ch
 th

e
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

iti
es

 o
f 

a 
co

m
m

un
ity

 a
re

 in
te

gr
at

ed
 w

ith
 r

es
ea

rc
h-

ba
se

d
pr

in
ci

pl
es

. C
on

fl
ic

tin
g 

co
nc

lu
si

on
s 

am
on

g 
th

e 
so

ur
ce

s 
ar

e 
no

t v
ie

w
ed

as
 n

eg
at

iv
e,

 o
nl

y 
as

 u
nc

er
ta

in
. F

ro
m

 th
es

e 
fo

ur
 s

ou
rc

es
 w

e 
dr

aw
 a

fr
am

ew
or

k 
fo

r 
m

or
al

 e
du

ca
tio

n.

W
ha

t d
oe

s 
ci

tiz
en

sh
ip

 in
 th

e 
21

st
 c

en
tu

ry
 r

eq
ui

re
 o

f 
pe

rs
on

s?

T
he

 C
iti

ze
ns

hi
p 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
Po

lic
y 

St
ud

y 
Pr

oj
ec

t (
C

og
an

,
19

97
) 

w
as

 u
nd

er
ta

ke
n 

to
 id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
de

m
an

ds
 o

f 
ci

tiz
en

sh
ip

 in
 th

e
ea

rl
y 

21
st

 c
en

tu
ry

. P
ol

ic
y 

ex
pe

rt
s 

fr
om

 n
in

e 
co

un
tr

ie
s 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
ed

an
d 

w
er

e 
as

ke
d 

to
 id

en
tif

y 
(1

) 
gl

ob
al

 tr
en

ds
, (

2)
 th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

of
 c

iti
ze

ns
 to

 e
na

bl
e 

th
em

 to
 c

op
e 

w
ith

 th
es

e 
tr

en
ds

,
an

d 
(3

) 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l s
tr

at
eg

ie
s 

w
ith

 w
hi

ch
 to

 p
re

pa
re

 th
e 

ci
tiz

en
s.

T
he

 e
xp

er
ts

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
gl

ob
al

 tr
en

ds
 s

uc
h 

as
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

di
sp

ar
iti

es
am

on
g 

pe
op

le
s,

 a
 d

et
er

io
ra

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t, 
in

cr
ea

se
d

co
ns

um
er

is
m

 a
nd

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t c

on
tr

ol
, a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
m

or
e 

re
gi

on
al

al
lia

nc
es

, f
ew

er
 s

ys
te

m
at

ic
 m

is
tr

ea
tm

en
ts

 o
f 

m
ar

gi
na

liz
ed

 g
ro

up
s,

an
d 

th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
ad

op
tio

n 
of

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

ta
lly

-f
ri

en
dl

y 
m

et
ho

ds
 b

y

bu
si

ne
ss

 a
nd

 in
du

st
ry

. T
he

 li
st

 o
f 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l s

tr
at

eg
ie

s 
ap

pe
ar

s 
in

th
e 

ap
pe

nd
ix

. I
n 

te
rm

s 
of

 th
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

a 
ci

tiz
en

 m
us

t h
av

e 
fo

r
th

e 
ne

w
 c

en
tu

ry
, t

he
 e

xp
er

ts
 a

gr
ee

d 
on

 th
es

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s:

1.
A

pp
ro

ac
he

s 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

as
 m

em
be

r 
of

 a
 g

lo
ba

l s
oc

ie
ty

2.
W

or
ks

 c
oo

pe
ra

tiv
el

y 
w

ith
 o

th
er

s 
an

d 
ta

ke
s 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y 
fo

r
on

e'
s 

ro
le

s 
an

d 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
ie

s 
in

 s
oc

ie
ty

3.
U

nd
er

st
an

ds
, a

cc
ep

ts
, a

nd
 to

le
ra

te
s 

cu
ltu

ra
l d

if
fe

re
nc

es
4.

T
hi

nk
s 

in
 a

 c
ri

tic
al

 a
nd

 s
ys

te
m

at
ic

 w
ay

5.
R

es
ol

ve
s 

co
nf

lic
t i

n 
a 

no
n-

vi
ol

en
t m

an
ne

r
6.

A
do

pt
s 

a 
w

ay
 o

f 
lif

e 
th

at
 p

ro
te

ct
s 

th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t

7.
R

es
pe

ct
s 

an
d 

de
fe

nd
s 

hu
m

an
 r

ig
ht

s
8.

Pa
rt

ic
ip

at
es

 in
 p

ub
lic

 li
fe

 a
t a

ll 
le

ve
ls

 o
f 

ci
vi

c 
di

sc
ou

rs
e

9.
M

ak
es

 f
ul

l u
se

 o
f 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n-

ba
se

d 
te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
.

It
 is

 a
nt

ic
ip

at
ed

 th
at

 if
 p

eo
pl

e 
ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

w
or

ld
 d

o 
no

t d
ev

el
op

 th
es

e
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s,
 th

er
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ab
le

 tr
ou

bl
e 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
w

or
ld

.
A

ll 
ni

ne
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

s 
ar

e 
in

co
rp

or
at

ed
 in

to
 th

e 
C

V
C

E
 c

ur
ri

cu
lu

m
gu

id
el

in
es

.

W
ha

t i
s 

th
e 

co
nc

ep
tio

n 
of

 h
um

an
 g

oo
dn

es
s 

as
 c

on
ce

iv
ed

 b
y

m
or

al
 p

hi
lo

so
ph

er
s?

E
ve

ry
 s

oc
ie

ty
 m

us
t r

es
po

nd
 to

 th
e 

qu
es

tio
n 

'W
hy

 b
e 

m
or

al
'?

M
cK

in
no

n 
(1

99
9)

 c
on

te
nd

s 
th

at
 'm

or
al

ity
 is

 n
ee

de
d 

to
 e

va
lu

at
e

de
si

re
s 

an
d 

to
 a

dj
ud

ic
at

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
de

si
re

s 
(p

. 5
).

' S
im

pl
y 

pu
t,

m
or

al
ity

 is
 s

om
et

hi
ng

 e
ve

ry
on

e 
m

us
t l

ea
rn

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 g

et
 a

lo
ng

 in
 a

so
ci

et
y.

T
he

 m
or

al
ity

 o
f 

pe
rs

on
s 

ha
s 

be
en

 d
ef

in
ed

 in
 w

ay
s 

th
at

 a
re

pr
im

ar
ily

 r
ep

re
se

nt
ed

 b
y 

A
ri

st
ot

le
 a

nd
 K

an
t. 

A
ri

st
ot

le
 d

ef
in

ed
 a

go
od

 p
er

so
n 

as
 o

ne
 w

ho
 h

as
 c

ul
tiv

at
ed

 a
 s

et
 o

f 
vi

rt
ue

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
go

od
lif

e.
 K

an
t b

el
ie

ve
d 

th
at

 th
e 

go
od

 p
er

so
n 

is
 o

ne
 w

ho
 r

es
pe

ct
s 

pe
rs

on
s

an
d 

ap
pl

ie
s 

th
e 

ca
te

go
ri

ca
l i

m
pe

ra
tiv

e.
 M

or
e 

re
ce

nt
ly

, p
hi

lo
so

ph
er

s
su

ch
 a

s 
Fl

an
ag

an
 a

nd
 J

oh
ns

on
 h

av
e 

em
ph

as
iz

ed
 th

e 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f

in
te

gr
at

in
g 

hu
m

an
 p

sy
ch

ol
og

y 
in

to
 a

 m
or

al
 p

hi
lo

so
ph

y.

5



A
s 

ps
yc

ho
lo

gi
st

s,
 w

e 
be

lie
ve

 th
at

 th
e 

no
rm

at
iv

e 
cl

ai
m

s 
of

 a
m

or
al

 th
eo

ry
 o

ug
ht

 to
 r

el
at

e 
th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s 
of

 a
 g

oo
d 

pe
rs

on
 to

th
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

of
 a

 w
el

l-
fu

nc
tio

ni
ng

 p
er

so
n.

 W
e 

ag
re

e 
w

ith
M

cK
in

no
n'

s 
(1

99
9)

 p
ro

po
sa

l f
or

 a
 f

un
ct

io
na

lis
tic

 n
at

ur
al

is
m

:

"G
iv

en
 th

ei
r 

na
tu

re
, h

um
an

s 
ha

ve
 c

er
ta

in
 q

ui
nt

es
se

nt
ia

lly
hu

m
an

 n
ee

ds
 a

nd
 h

um
an

 a
bi

lit
ie

s.
 T

he
se

 [
ar

e]
 r

el
ev

an
t i

n
de

te
rm

in
in

g 
w

ha
t c

ou
nt

s 
as

 a
 g

oo
d 

hu
m

an
 li

fe
. T

he
 p

oi
nt

 o
f

m
or

al
ity

 is
 to

 a
ss

is
t u

s 
in

 le
ad

in
g 

be
tte

r 
hu

m
an

 li
ve

s,
 s

o 
w

e
ne

ed
 to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

ho
w

 o
ur

 n
at

ur
e 

co
ns

tr
ai

ns
 w

ha
t c

ou
nt

s 
as

a 
go

od
 h

um
an

 li
fe

...
T

he
 n

or
m

at
iv

e 
co

m
po

ne
nt

 o
f 

et
hi

cs
 w

ill
be

 s
ee

n 
to

 e
m

er
ge

 f
ro

m
 c

er
ta

in
 n

at
ur

al
 f

ac
ts

 a
bo

ut
 h

um
an

be
in

gs
 a

nd
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

w
ay

s 
in

 w
hi

ch
 th

es
e 

fa
ct

s 
co

ns
tr

ai
n

w
ha

t c
ou

nt
s 

as
 a

 g
oo

d 
hu

m
an

 li
fe

."
 (

p.
 6

)

T
he

 p
hi

lo
so

ph
ic

al
 a

nd
 p

sy
ch

ol
og

ic
al

 f
ou

nd
at

io
ns

 o
f 

a 
m

or
al

ed
uc

at
io

n 
th

eo
ry

 m
us

t d
ir

ec
tly

 c
on

ne
ct

 to
 th

e 
da

ily
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
of

 a
n

in
di

vi
du

al
 in

 a
 p

ra
ct

ic
al

 w
ay

. W
ha

t i
s 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
fo

r 
su

cc
es

sf
ul

fu
nc

tio
ni

ng
? 

A
 p

ra
ct

ic
al

 f
oc

us
 r

eq
ui

re
s 

an
 o

pe
ra

tio
na

liz
at

io
n 

of
op

tim
al

 f
un

ct
io

ni
ng

.

"J
us

t i
de

nt
if

yi
ng

 w
ha

t c
ou

nt
s 

as
 a

 'f
ac

t' 
ab

ou
t h

um
an

 n
at

ur
e

m
ay

 s
ee

m
 p

ro
bl

em
at

ic
 u

nl
es

s 
a 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 b

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
th

eo
ry

ab
ou

t a
 g

oo
d 

hu
m

an
 li

fe
 is

 a
do

pt
ed

. I
f 

th
e 

se
t o

f 
re

le
va

nt
fa

ct
s 

ab
ou

t h
um

an
 n

at
ur

e 
is

 ta
ke

n,
 n

ot
 to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

w
ha

t
co

un
ts

 a
s 

a 
go

od
 h

um
an

 li
fe

, b
ut

 a
t b

es
t t

o 
co

ns
tr

ai
n 

it,
 th

en
a 

lo
os

en
es

s 
of

 f
it 

be
tw

ee
n 

cr
ite

ri
a 

th
at

 s
pe

ci
fy

 w
hi

ch
 f

ac
ts

 o
f

hu
m

an
 n

at
ur

e 
ar

e 
re

le
va

nt
 a

nd
 p

re
fe

rr
ed

 s
to

ri
es

 a
bo

ut
 g

oo
d

hu
m

an
 li

ve
s 

be
co

m
es

 a
pp

ar
en

t. 
T

he
 a

pp
ea

l t
o 

na
tu

ra
l f

ac
ts

ab
ou

t h
um

an
 b

ei
ng

s 
se

rv
es

 to
 r

ul
e 

ou
t s

om
e 

ch
oi

ce
s 

of
 k

in
ds

of
 li

ve
s 

as
 n

on
-o

pt
im

al
. (

p.
 1

1)

T
he

 o
pt

im
al

 li
fe

 r
ul

es
 o

ut
 c

ho
ic

es
 th

at
 w

e 
kn

ow
 a

re
 h

ar
m

fu
l

to
 h

um
an

s 
(e

.g
., 

vi
ol

en
ce

),
 a

s 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

by
 p
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 c
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ni
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 p
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t
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e 
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pm

en
t o

f 
pe
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 s
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m

an
 r
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hi
ps
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an
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C

E
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uc
h 
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H

ow
 d

o 
th

e 
so
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ce
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t w

e 
kn

ow
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ut
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m

an
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lo
ur
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hi

ng
?

In
 r

ec
en

t y
ea

rs
, p

sy
ch

ol
og

ic
al

 s
ci

en
ce

 h
as

 le
ar

ne
d 

qu
ite

 a
 lo

t
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ou
t h

um
an

 f
lo

ur
is

hi
ng

. I
n 

fa
ct

, w
e 

kn
ow

 th
at

 th
e 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 n

ee
ds

re
qu

ir
ed

 f
or

 f
lo

ur
is

hi
ng

 c
ha

ng
e 

w
ith

 a
ge

 a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
an

d 
va

ry
to

 s
om

e 
de

gr
ee

 a
m

on
g 

in
di

vi
du

al
s.

 F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 th

er
e 

is
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

ag
re

em
en

t a
bo

ut
 m

an
y 

of
 th

e 
fi

nd
in

gs
 o

f 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ta
l p

sy
ch

ol
og

y
an

d 
ne

ur
op

sy
ch

ol
og

y 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n

to
 d

ev
el

op
 w

el
l-

fu
nc

tio
ni

ng
 p

er
so

na
lit

ie
s.

 V
ita

l i
ng

re
di

en
ts

 in
cl

ud
e 

a
re

sp
on

si
ve

, l
ov

in
g 

ca
re

gi
ve

r 
w

ho
 'c

on
ve

rs
es

' w
ith

 th
e 

in
fa

nt
 f

ro
m

th
e 

be
gi

nn
in

g,
 a

nd
 s

tim
ul

at
es

 th
e 

m
in

d 
of

 th
e 

in
fa

nt
 in

 n
um

er
ou

s
w

ay
s 

(e
.g

., 
re

ad
in

g 
bo

ok
s 

to
 th

e 
ch

ild
).

 S
uc

h 
ca

re
gi

ve
r 

be
ha

vi
or

s
cr

ea
te

 a
 s

tr
on

g 
at

ta
ch

m
en

t a
nd

 a
 s

en
se

 o
f 

se
cu

ri
ty

 a
nd

 b
ui

ld
 th

e 
br

ai
n

in
 w

ay
s 

he
lp

fu
l f

or
 s

ch
oo

lin
g 

an
d 

ge
tti

ng
 a

lo
ng

 w
ith

 o
th

er
s.

 W
e

kn
ow

 th
at

 th
e 

br
ai

ns
 o

f 
ch

ild
re

n 
w

ho
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
ne

gl
ec

t o
f 

vi
ol

en
ce

ar
e 

'b
ui

lt'
 d

if
fe

re
nt

ly
 f

ro
m

 s
uc

h 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

s.
 S

o 
th

e 
ne

ga
tio

n 
of

 th
e

fa
ct

or
s 

th
at

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
e 

to
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t h

av
e 

no
tic

ea
bl

e,
 m

ea
su

ra
bl

e
ef

fe
ct

s 
on

 c
hi

ld
re

n.
Po

si
tiv

e 
ps

yc
ho

lo
gy

 id
er

iti
fi

es
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 f
ac

to
rs

 th
at

 a
re

ge
ne

ra
lly

 r
el

at
ed

 to
 p

os
iti

ve
 o

ut
co

m
es

 a
nd

 m
en

ta
l h

ea
lth

. F
or

ex
am

pl
e,

 S
el

ig
m

an
 a

nd
 C

si
ks

ze
nt

m
ih

al
yi

 (
20

00
) 

id
en

tif
y 

co
ur

ag
e,

fu
tu

re
 m

in
de

dn
es

s,
 o

pt
im

is
m

, i
nt

er
pe

rs
on

al
 s

ki
ll,

 f
ai

th
, w

or
k 

et
hi

c,
ho

pe
, h

on
es

ty
, a

nd
 p

er
se

ve
ra

nc
e.

 T
hi

s 
is

 a
 li

st
 o

f 
bo

th
 p

er
so

na
l a

nd
so

ci
al

 s
ki

lls
 th

at
 e

nh
an

ce
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
ps

, r
eq

ui
re

d 
be

ca
us

e 
hu

m
an

s 
ar

e
hi

gh
ly

 d
ep

en
de

nt
 o

n 
ot

he
r 

hu
m

an
s.

 O
ur

 m
od

el
 in

cl
ud

es
 s

ki
lls

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
fo

r 
so

ci
al

 a
nd

 p
sy

ch
ol

og
ic

al
 f

lo
ur

is
hi

ng
.

W
e 

al
so

 h
av

e 
le

ar
ne

d 
a 

gr
ea

t d
ea

l a
bo

ut
 w

ha
t m

ak
es

 h
um

an
s

no
t g

et
 a

lo
ng

 w
ith

 o
ne

 a
no

th
er

. F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 h

um
an

 b
ra

in
s 

ar
e

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 r

es
po

nd
 to

 th
e 

w
or

ld
 in

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 li

m
ite

d 
w

ay
s 

th
at

fu
nc

tio
ne

d 
w

el
l i

n 
a 

si
m

pl
er

 s
oc

ie
ty

. R
es

ea
rc

he
rs

 a
re

 f
in

di
ng

 th
at

w
ha

t w
or

ks
 f

or
 s

ur
vi

va
l i

n 
a 

ci
rc

um
sc

ri
be

d 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t (
e.

g.
,

qu
ic

kl
y 

in
te

rp
re

tin
g 

se
ns

or
y 

in
pu

t b
as

ed
 o

n 
pr

ev
io

us
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
an

d
ju

m
pi

ng
 to

 c
on

cl
us

io
ns

),
 in

 a
 m

or
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 w
or

ld
 s

uc
h 

as
 o

ur
s 

le
ad

s 7



to
 in

ac
cu

ra
te

 a
nd

 o
ft

en
 b

ia
se

d 
pe

rc
ep

tio
ns

. T
he

se
 li

m
ita

tio
ns

 h
av

e
im

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 f

or
 h

ow
 w

e 
th

in
k 

ab
ou

t m
or

al
ity

. H
um

an
s 

ar
e 

by
 n

at
ur

e
bi

as
ed

 o
bs

er
ve

rs
 a

nd
 ju

dg
es

. T
he

y 
ar

e 
co

ns
tr

ai
ne

d 
by

 a
n 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

pr
oc

es
si

ng
 s

ys
te

m
 th

at
 g

en
er

al
iz

es
, p

re
fe

rs
 th

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
, a

nd
 r

ec
oi

ls
fr

om
 d

if
fe

re
nc

e.
 A

ny
 m

or
al

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
 m

us
t m

ak
e 

ev
id

en
t

th
es

e 
bi

as
es

 a
nd

 n
ur

tu
re

 th
e 

m
ea

ns
 to

 c
on

tr
ol

 th
em

. C
V

C
E

 d
oe

s 
so

.

W
ha

t i
s 

a 
co

m
m

on
 m

or
al

ity
 a

pp
ro

ac
h?

In
 m

od
er

ni
ty

, r
el

ig
io

us
 tr

ad
iti

on
s 

ha
ve

 m
el

te
d 

in
 th

e 
he

at
(a

nd
 s

om
et

im
es

 li
gh

t)
 o

f 
m

od
er

n 
ra

tio
na

lit
y 

an
d 

sc
ie

nc
e.

 N
o 

lo
ng

er
do

es
 th

e 
au

th
or

ity
 o

f 
an

y 
tr

ad
iti

on
 c

om
m

an
d 

re
sp

ec
t p

er
 s

e.
 I

ns
te

ad
,

re
as

on
 a

nd
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e 
te

ar
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ity
 in

to
 u

nr
ec

og
ni

za
bl

e 
fo

rm
s

of
 in

cl
us

io
n.

 Y
et

 th
e 

an
sw

er
 to

 'w
hy

 b
e 

go
od

?'
 r

eq
ui

re
s 

an
im

m
ut

ab
le

 s
ou

l-
gr

ab
bi

ng
 c

om
m

an
d.

 I
f 

w
e 

liv
e 

in
 a

n 
er

a 
pa

rc
he

d 
fo

r
th

e 
sa

cr
os

an
ct

, w
hy

 b
e 

go
od

? 
W

he
nc

e 
th

e 
sa

cr
ed

 c
om

m
an

d?
So

m
e 

sc
ho

la
rs

 h
av

e 
pr

op
os

ed
 r

ep
la

ce
m

en
ts

 f
or

 f
ai

th
's

 c
le

ar
de

m
an

ds
 f

or
 g

oo
dn

es
s.

 H
un

te
r 

(1
99

4,
 2

00
0)

, a
 s

oc
io

lo
gi

st
, s

ug
ge

st
s

th
at

 w
e 

ca
n 

(o
nl

y)
 f

in
d 

th
e 

an
sw

er
 in

 th
e 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
iti

es
 th

at
 w

e 
br

in
g

to
 a

 c
iv

ic
 d

ia
lo

gu
e:

"C
ha

ra
ct

er
 o

ut
si

de
 o

f 
a 

liv
ed

 c
om

m
un

ity
, t

he
 e

nt
an

gl
em

en
ts

of
 c

om
pl

ex
 s

oc
ia

l r
el

at
io

ns
hi

ps
, a

nd
 th

ei
r 

sh
ar

ed
 s

to
ry

, i
s

im
po

ss
ib

le
."

 (
20

00
, p

. 2
27

)
".

..i
ns

te
ad

 o
f 

fo
rc

in
g 

co
m

m
on

al
ity

 in
 o

ur
 m

or
al

 d
is

co
ur

se
 a

t
th

e 
ex

pe
ns

e 
of

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
ity

, o
ne

 d
is

co
ve

rs
 c

om
m

on
al

ity
 th

ro
ug

h
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

ity
. (

ib
id

., 
p.

 2
30

)

In
 d

ef
in

in
g 

th
e 

m
or

al
 li

fe
, a

 v
is

io
n 

or
 p

ri
nc

ip
le

s 
fo

r 
op

tim
al

fu
nc

tio
ni

ng
 (

m
or

al
 s

ki
lls

) 
ar

e 
pr

es
en

te
d 

to
 a

 c
om

m
un

ity
. I

n 
re

sp
on

se
,

th
e 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 c

om
m

un
ity

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
th

e 
m

or
al

 c
on

vi
ct

io
ns

 a
nd

fr
am

ew
or

k 
fo

r 
sp

ec
if

yi
ng

 th
e 

m
or

al
 s

ki
lls

. T
hu

s,
 o

pt
im

al
 f

un
ct

io
ni

ng
is

 g
ro

un
de

d 
in

 th
e 

sp
ec

if
ic

 c
on

te
xt

 o
f 

th
e 

in
di

vi
du

al
 a

nd
 h

is
 o

r 
he

r
co

m
m

un
ity

. T
ha

t i
s,

 th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 m

us
t d

ia
lo

gu
e 

ab
ou

t t
he

 s
pe

ci
fi

c
fo

rm
s 

or
 m

an
if

es
ta

tio
ns

 o
f 

op
tim

al
 h

um
an

 f
un

ct
io

ni
ng

. F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,

ho
w

 d
oe

s 
on

e 
sh

ow
 r

es
pe

ct
? 

E
ac

h 
co

m
m

un
ity

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
a 

va
ri

an
t

re
sp

on
se

. A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

e 
of

 r
es

pe
ct

 m
ay

 b
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ac

ro
ss

co
m

m
un

iti
es

, t
he

 s
pe

ci
fi

c 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
ns

 a
nd

 m
an

if
es

ta
tio

ns
 w

ill
di

ff
er

.

H
ow

 s
ho

ul
d 

a 
m

or
al

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
 b

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
ed

?

T
he

 C
om

m
un

ity
 V

oi
ce

s 
an

d 
C

ha
ra

ct
er

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
(C

V
C

E
)

pr
oj

ec
t p

re
se

nt
s 

a 
m

od
el

 f
or

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

th
at

 c
on

tr
as

ts
 w

ith
m

os
t m

od
el

s.
 I

t h
as

 th
es

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s:
1.

It
 e

m
ph

as
iz

es
 th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f 

et
hi

ca
l s

ki
lls

 r
at

he
r 

th
an

 th
e

le
ar

ni
ng

 o
f 

di
sp

os
iti

on
al

 tr
ai

ts
.

2.
It

 in
co

rp
or

at
es

 c
on

st
ru

ct
iv

is
t v

ie
w

s 
of

 te
ac

hi
ng

 a
nd

 le
ar

ni
ng

us
in

g 
st

ru
ct

ur
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

in
 h

el
pi

ng
 n

ov
ic

es
 m

ov
e 

to
w

ar
d

ex
pe

rt
is

e.
3.

It
 e

m
po

w
er

s 
th

e 
st

ud
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

gr
av

e 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

of
co

ns
tr

uc
tin

g 
a 

se
lf

.
4.

It
 e

m
be

ds
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
ac

ro
ss

 th
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
 r

at
he

r 
th

an
be

in
g 

an
 a

dd
-o

n 
pr

og
ra

m
.

5.
It

 s
pe

ci
fi

es
 th

e 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

ad
ju

st
in

g 
th

e 
fr

am
ew

or
k 

to
co

m
m

un
ity

 c
on

te
xt

s.
Se

ve
ra

l o
f 

th
es

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

sc
ri

be
d 

an
d 

th
en

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
in

 te
rm

s 
of

 h
ow

 th
ey

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
th

e 
po

si
tiv

e 
an

d 
ne

ga
tiv

e.

(1
) 

It
 e

m
ph

as
iz

es
 th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f 

et
hi

ca
l s

ki
lls

 r
at

he
r 

th
an

 th
e

le
ar

ni
ng

 o
f 

di
sp

os
iti

on
al

 tr
ai

ts
.

W
he

re
as

 m
os

t c
ha

ra
ct

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
ta

ci
tly

 e
nd

or
se

a 
tr

ai
t u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 o
f 

ch
ar

ac
te

r,
 a

 v
ie

w
 n

ot
 a

ct
ua

lly
 h

el
d 

by
co

nt
em

po
ra

ry
 p

er
so

na
lit

y 
th

eo
ri

st
s,

 th
e 

pr
es

en
t m

od
el

 b
as

es
 it

s
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 o
n 

w
el

l-
at

te
st

ed
 li

te
ra

tu
re

s 
in

 c
og

ni
tiv

e
sc

ie
nc

e.
 C

ha
ra

ct
er

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t i
s,

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 th
is

 v
ie

w
, n

ot
 a

m
at

te
r 

of
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
tr

ai
ts

 o
f 

ch
ar

ac
te

r,
 b

ur
 r

at
he

r 
a 

m
at

te
r 

of
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 a
 s

et
 o

f 
co

m
po

ne
nt

 s
ki

lls
 to

 le
ve

ls
 o

f 
ex

pe
rt

is
e.

 H
en

ce
,

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

w
ho

 h
av

e 
go

od
 m

or
al

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 a

re
 m

or
e 

ex
pe

rt
 in

 th
e

ex
er

ci
se

 o
f 

ce
rt

ai
n 

fo
un

da
tio

na
l s

ki
lls

, r
at

he
r 

th
an

 b
ei

ng
 in



po
ss

es
si

on
 o

f 
ce

rt
ai

n 
pe

rs
on

al
ity

 tr
ai

ts
. W

he
re

as
 m

os
t c

ha
ra

ct
er

ed
uc

at
io

n 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

re
ly

 u
po

n 
a 

"t
ra

ns
m

is
si

on
 m

od
el

 "
 o

f 
te

ac
hi

ng
an

d 
le

ar
ni

ng
--

-a
 m

od
el

 th
at

 a
ss

um
es

 th
at

 te
ac

hi
ng

 is
 a

 m
at

te
r 

of
ad

ul
ts

 h
an

di
ng

 o
ff

 k
no

w
le

dg
e 

to
 p

as
si

ve
 "

le
ar

ne
rs

"t
he

 p
re

se
nt

m
od

el
 is

 b
as

ed
 u

po
n 

co
ns

tr
uc

tiv
is

t p
ri

nc
ip

le
s 

th
at

 g
ui

de
 "

be
st

pr
ac

tic
e"

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n.

T
hi

s 
vi

ew
 a

ss
um

es
 th

at
 in

di
vi

du
al

s 
ar

e 
ac

tiv
e

co
ns

tr
uc

to
rs

 o
f 

m
ea

ni
ng

. I
t a

ss
um

es
 th

at
 in

di
vi

du
al

s 
bu

ild
co

nc
ep

tu
al

 f
ra

m
ew

or
ks

, b
ot

h 
de

cl
ar

at
iv

e 
an

d 
pr

oc
ed

ur
al

, i
n 

th
e

pr
oc

es
s 

of
 m

ak
in

g 
se

ns
e 

of
 o

ne
's

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e.

 M
or

eo
ve

r,
 w

he
re

as
m

os
t c

ha
ra

ct
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

re
st

 o
n 

th
in

 e
m

pi
ri

ca
l e

vi
de

nc
e,

th
e 

th
is

 m
od

el
 is

 a
tte

st
ed

 b
y 

a 
vo

lu
m

in
ou

s 
lit

er
at

ur
e 

an
d 

re
st

s 
on

im
po

rt
an

t r
es

ea
rc

h 
tr

ad
iti

on
s 

in
 m

or
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t r
es

ea
rc

h.
W

he
re

as
 m

os
t p

ro
gr

am
s 

ar
e 

fo
un

de
d 

up
on

 q
ue

st
io

na
bl

e 
hu

m
an

ps
yc

ho
lo

gy
, t

hi
s 

m
od

el
 s

ta
nd

s 
on

 f
ir

m
 p

sy
ch

ol
og

ic
al

 r
es

ea
rc

h 
an

d
th

eo
ry

, i
nc

or
po

ra
tin

g 
a 

dy
na

m
ic

 v
ie

w
 o

f 
et

hi
ca

l b
eh

av
io

r,
 s

ki
lls

, a
nd

pr
oc

es
se

s. C
ha

ra
ct

er
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t i

s,
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 th

is
 v

ie
w

, n
ot

 a
m

at
te

r 
of

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

tr
ai

ts
 o

f 
ch

ar
ac

te
r,

 b
ut

 r
at

he
r 

de
ve

lo
pi

ng
 a

 s
et

 o
f

in
te

r 
an

d 
in

tr
ap

er
so

na
l s

ki
lls

 th
at

 b
ui

ld
 p

ro
fi

ci
en

cy
 to

w
ar

ds
 e

xp
er

tis
e.

In
st

ea
d 

of
 e

sp
ou

si
ng

 a
 tr

ai
t a

pp
ro

ac
h,

 li
ke

 R
ob

er
t S

te
rn

be
rg

 (
19

98
)

an
d 

ot
he

rs
 w

e 
pr

ef
er

 to
 th

in
k.

of
 th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s 
of

 a
n 

et
hi

ca
l

pe
rs

on
 a

s 
an

 in
te

rp
la

y 
of

 s
ki

lls
.

U
si

ng
 a

 c
on

cr
et

e 
vi

ew
 o

f 
et

hi
ca

l b
eh

av
io

ra
l p

ro
ce

ss
es

(e
th

ic
al

 s
en

si
tiv

ity
, j

ud
gm

en
t, 

m
ot

iv
at

io
n,

 a
nd

 a
ct

io
n)

, e
ac

h 
pr

oc
es

s
is

 p
ar

se
d 

in
to

 s
ki

ll 
ca

te
go

ri
es

 w
hi

ch
 a

re
 te

ac
ha

bl
e,

 a
ss

es
sa

bl
e,

 a
nd

ca
n 

be
 ta

ug
ht

 in
 r

eg
ul

ar
 s

ub
je

ct
s 

ac
ro

ss
 th

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

. A
lth

ou
gh

m
os

t C
V

C
E

 s
ki

lls
 a

re
 la

be
le

d 
in

 te
rm

s 
of

 p
os

iti
ve

 b
eh

av
io

rs
, a

pe
rs

on
 o

f 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 

m
us

t c
on

te
nd

 w
ith

 th
e 

ci
rc

um
st

an
ce

s 
th

at
 p

ul
l

hi
m

 o
r 

he
r 

in
 c

on
tr

ar
y 

di
re

ct
io

ns
, b

ot
h 

po
si

tiv
e 

an
d 

ne
ga

tiv
e.

(2
) 

It
 in

co
rp

or
at

es
 c

on
st

ru
ct

iv
is

t v
ie

w
s 

of
 te

ac
hi

ng
 a

nd
 le

ar
ni

ng
us

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

ed
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
in

 h
el

pi
ng

 n
ov

ic
es

 m
ov

e 
to

w
ar

d
ex

pe
rt

is
e. T

ra
di

tio
na

l c
ha

ra
ct

er
 e

du
ca

to
rs

 v
ie

w
 m

or
al

 th
em

es
 (

an
d

m
or

al
 v

ir
tu

es
) 

lik
e 

bi
ol

og
ic

al
 g

en
e 

pa
ck

et
s 

th
at

 a
re

 p
as

se
d 

fr
om

 o
ne

1 
0

4

ge
ne

ra
tio

n 
to

 th
e 

ne
xt

. C
on

se
qu

en
tly

, t
he

y 
se

em
 to

 b
e 

st
uc

k 
in

 a
 1

9t
h

ce
nt

ur
y 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 h
um

an
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t a

nd
 le

ar
ni

ng
. T

he
y

ap
pe

ar
 ig

no
ra

nt
 o

f 
cu

rr
en

t k
no

w
le

dg
e 

ab
ou

t h
um

an
 le

ar
ni

ng
 th

at
em

ph
as

iz
es

 s
uc

h 
th

in
gs

 a
s 

th
e 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

of
 m

ea
ni

ng
 a

nd
 b

ui
ld

in
g

re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

ns
.

T
he

 C
om

m
un

ity
 V

oi
ce

s 
an

d 
C

ha
ra

ct
er

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
(C

V
C

E
)

pr
oj

ec
t f

ra
m

ew
or

k 
us

es
 n

ov
ic

e-
to

-e
xp

er
t s

ki
ll 

bu
ild

in
g 

ra
th

er
 th

an
th

e 
m

or
e 

tr
ad

iti
on

al
 'c

ha
ra

ct
er

 tr
ai

t' 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 to

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n.

E
xp

er
tis

e 
is

 a
 d

om
in

an
t f

oc
us

 a
m

on
g 

re
se

ar
ch

er
s 

in
 h

um
an

 le
ar

ni
ng

(e
.g

., 
E

ri
cs

so
n 

&
 S

m
ith

, 1
99

1)
, i

n 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

 th
e 

vi
ew

 o
f 

a 
le

ar
ne

r 
as

a 
no

vi
ce

 g
ai

ni
ng

 e
xp

er
tis

e 
(e

.g
., 

St
er

nb
er

g,
 1

99
9)

. A
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 th
is

vi
ew

, h
um

an
 le

ar
ni

ng
 p

ro
ce

ed
s 

al
on

g 
a 

co
nt

in
uu

m
 b

et
w

ee
n 

no
vi

ce
st

at
us

 a
nd

 e
xp

er
t s

ta
tu

s.
 E

xp
er

ts
 a

re
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 f
ro

m
 n

ov
ic

es
. W

e'
ve

le
ar

ne
d 

th
at

 e
xp

er
ts

 a
re

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 f

ro
m

 n
ov

ic
es

 in
 s

ev
er

al
 im

po
rt

an
t

w
ay

s.
 U

nl
ik

e 
no

vi
ce

s,
 e

xp
er

ts
 k

no
w

 w
ha

t k
no

w
le

dg
e 

to
 a

cc
es

s,
w

hi
ch

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

to
 a

pp
ly

, h
ow

 to
 a

pp
ly

 th
em

 a
nd

 w
he

n.
 A

cc
or

di
ng

to
 S

te
rn

be
rg

 (
19

98
),

 e
xp

er
ts

 h
av

e 
(a

) 
la

rg
e,

 r
ic

h,
 o

rg
an

iz
ed

 n
et

w
or

ks
of

 c
on

ce
pt

s 
(s

ch
em

as
) 

co
nt

ai
ni

ng
 a

 g
re

at
 d

ea
l o

f 
de

cl
ar

at
iv

e
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

ab
ou

t t
he

 d
om

ai
n;

 (
b)

 w
el

l-
or

ga
ni

ze
d,

 h
ig

he
r

in
te

rc
on

ne
ct

ed
 u

ni
ts

 o
f 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
in

 th
e 

do
m

ai
n.

T
he

 d
is

tin
ct

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

no
vi

ce
 a

nd
 e

xp
er

t i
s 

re
le

va
nt

 in
 th

e
m

or
al

 d
om

ai
n 

as
 w

el
l (

e.
g.

, N
ar

va
ez

, 1
99

9)
. A

pp
ly

in
g 

th
e 

no
vi

ce
-t

o-
ex

pe
rt

 o
ri

en
ta

tio
n 

to
 o

ur
 m

od
el

, i
n 

ev
er

y 
pr

oc
es

s 
an

d 
sk

ill
 a

re
a,

ex
pe

rt
s 

pe
rf

or
m

 in
 a

 s
up

er
io

r 
m

an
ne

r.
 E

xp
er

ts
 in

 E
th

ic
al

 S
en

si
tiv

ity
ar

e 
ab

le
 to

 m
or

e 
qu

ic
kl

y 
an

d 
ac

cu
ra

te
ly

 'r
ea

d'
 a

 s
itu

at
io

n 
an

d
de

te
rm

in
e 

w
ha

t r
ol

e 
th

ey
 m

ig
ht

 p
la

y.
 T

he
se

 e
xp

er
ts

 a
re

 a
ls

o 
be

tte
r 

at
ge

ne
ra

tin
g 

us
ab

le
 s

ol
ut

io
ns

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
gr

ea
te

r 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
th

e 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es
 o

f 
po

ss
ib

le
 a

ct
io

ns
. E

xp
er

ts
 in

 E
th

ic
al

 J
ud

gm
en

t
ar

e 
m

or
e 

sk
ill

ed
 in

 s
ol

vi
ng

 c
om

pl
ex

 p
ro

bl
em

s,
 s

ee
in

g 
th

e 
cr

ux
 o

f 
a

pr
ob

le
m

 q
ui

ck
ly

 a
nd

 b
ri

ng
in

g 
w

ith
 th

em
 m

an
y 

sc
he

m
as

 f
or

re
as

on
in

g 
ab

ou
t w

ha
t t

o 
do

. T
he

ir
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
pr

oc
es

si
ng

 to
ol

s 
ar

e
m

or
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 b
ut

 a
ls

o 
m

or
e 

ef
fi

ci
en

t. 
E

xp
er

ts
 in

 E
th

ic
al

 M
ot

iv
at

io
n

ar
e 

sk
ill

ed
 a

t m
ai

nt
ai

ni
ng

 th
ei

r 
fo

cu
s 

on
 p

ri
or

iti
zi

ng
 th

e 
et

hi
ca

l i
de

al
.

T
he

ir
 m

ot
iv

at
io

n 
is

 d
ir

ec
te

d 
by

 a
n 

or
ga

ni
ze

d 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

of
 m

or
al

 s
el

f-
id

en
tit

y.
 E

xp
er

ts
 in

 E
th

ic
al

 A
ct

io
n 

ar
e 

ab
le

 to
 k

ee
p 

th
em

se
lv

es
fo

cu
se

d 
an

d 
ta

ke
 th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

st
ep

s 
to

 g
et

 th
e 

et
hi

ca
l j

ob
 d

on
e.

 T
he

y

1 
1



de
m

on
st

ra
te

 s
up

er
io

r 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
 w

he
n 

co
m

pl
et

in
g 

an
 e

th
ic

al
ac

tio
n.

A
dd

re
ss

in
g 

th
e 

po
si

tiv
e 

an
d 

ne
ga

tiv
e 

en
ds

 o
f 

th
e 

co
nt

in
uu

m
of

 e
xc

el
le

nc
e 

is
 a

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 e

le
m

en
t i

n 
te

ac
hi

ng
 n

ov
ic

es
 to

 b
e

ex
pe

rt
s.

 I
n 

ot
he

r 
w

or
ds

, w
he

n 
on

e 
le

ar
ns

 a
bo

ut
 b

ei
ng

 e
th

ic
al

ly
se

ns
iti

ve
, o

ne
 m

us
t s

ee
 e

xa
m

pl
es

 o
f 

bo
th

 in
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

 a
nd

 s
en

si
tiv

ity
.

St
ud

en
ts

 m
us

t s
ee

 th
e 

ha
rm

 o
f 

in
se

ns
iti

vi
ty

 a
nd

 th
e 

be
ne

fi
ts

 o
f

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
.

(3
) 

It
 e

m
po

w
er

s 
th

e 
st

ud
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

gr
av

e 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

of
co

ns
tr

uc
tin

g 
a 

se
lf

.

A
 m

od
el

 f
or

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

ca
nn

ot
 b

e 
de

sc
ri

be
d 

w
ith

ou
t

in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
m

os
t i

m
po

rt
an

t c
on

te
xt

ua
l v

ar
ia

bl
e:

 th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

.
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

di
ff

er
en

t n
ee

ds
 a

nd
 in

te
re

st
s,

 le
ve

ls
 o

f
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t a
nd

 a
re

as
 o

f 
sk

ill
. Y

et
 th

ey
 h

av
e 

in
 c

om
m

on
 w

ha
t w

e
al

l h
av

e 
in

 c
om

m
on

. E
ac

h 
of

 u
s 

ul
tim

at
el

y 
m

ak
es

 th
e 

de
ci

si
on

s 
ab

ou
t

w
ho

 a
nd

 w
ha

t w
e 

w
ill

 b
ec

om
e.

 O
ur

 d
ec

is
io

ns
 s

ha
pe

 o
ur

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
s

an
d 

ou
r 

fu
tu

re
s.

 T
he

 'c
on

st
ru

ct
in

g 
ex

pe
rt

is
e'

 m
od

el
 h

el
ps

 s
tu

de
nt

s
de

ve
lo

p 
th

e 
sk

ill
s 

fo
r 

go
od

 c
ho

ic
es

 b
ut

 p
ut

s 
th

e 
on

us
 o

n 
th

ei
r

sh
ou

ld
er

s 
fo

r 
m

ak
in

g 
th

e 
fi

na
l d

ec
is

io
ns

 a
bo

ut
 th

ei
r 

be
ha

vi
or

.
In

 C
V

C
E

, t
he

 c
en

tr
al

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 f

or
 th

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 "

W
ho

sh
ou

ld
 I

 b
e"

 a
nd

 "
W

ha
t d

o 
I 

w
an

t t
o 

be
co

m
e?

" 
In

 th
e 

w
or

ds
 o

f
C

hr
is

tin
e 

M
cK

in
no

n,
 in

di
vi

du
al

s 
m

us
t '

do
 th

e 
w

or
k 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
fo

r
co

ns
tr

uc
tin

g 
a 

ch
ar

ac
te

r' 
(C

ha
ra

ct
er

, V
ir

tu
e 

T
he

or
ie

s,
 a

nd
 th

e 
V

ic
es

,
19

99
, p

. 4
2)

. C
hr

is
tin

e 
M

cK
in

no
n 

st
at

es
 th

at
 h

um
an

s 
ar

e 
"t

he
 k

in
ds

of
 b

ei
ng

s 
w

ho
 in

ve
st

 th
ei

r 
liv

es
 w

ith
 m

ea
ni

ng
 b

y 
cr

ea
tin

g 
a 

se
lf

w
hi

ch
 id

en
tif

ie
s 

th
em

 a
s 

th
e 

ki
nd

 o
f 

pe
rs

on
 th

ey
 a

re
 a

nd
 w

hi
ch

pr
ov

id
es

 a
 u

ni
fy

in
g 

lin
k 

to
 th

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
fa

ce
ts

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
liv

es
" 

(p
. 4

2)
.

M
cK

in
no

n 
al

so
 s

ta
te

s 
th

at
 "

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 o

f 
in

te
gr

ity
 h

as
 a

 s
el

f-
re

fl
ex

iv
e 

co
nc

er
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

co
m

pa
tib

ili
ty

 a
nd

 c
on

si
st

en
cy

 o
f 

he
r 

m
an

y
di

ff
er

en
t t

ra
its

 a
nd

 in
te

re
st

s.
" 

(p
. 3

8)
H

ow
 d

o 
w

e 
vi

ew
 th

e 
ch

al
le

ng
e 

of
 s

el
f 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n?

 A
s 

th
e

m
ai

n 
ta

sk
 o

f 
a 

hu
m

an
 b

ei
ng

. S
o 

ho
w

 d
o 

yo
u 

w
or

k 
on

 th
e 

go
od

 s
el

f?
L

oo
k 

at
 th

e 
ch

ar
t f

or
 h

ow
 w

e 
ha

ve
 c

on
ce

pt
ua

liz
ed

 it
.

12

T
he

 C
V

C
E

 c
ur

ri
cu

lu
m

 g
ui

de
lin

es
 f

or
 te

ac
he

rs
 p

re
se

nt
 s

ki
lls

 th
at

 a
re

in
te

gr
al

 to
 p

ra
ct

ic
al

 r
ea

so
ni

ng
. (

T
he

 f
ou

r 
pr

oc
es

se
s 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
sk

ill
s

ar
e 

lis
te

d 
in

 T
ab

le
 1

.)
 T

he
se

 s
ki

lls
 in

cl
ud

e 
as

pe
ct

s 
of

 p
er

so
na

l
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t-
- 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
fo

r 
a 

go
od

 li
fe

, a
nd

 a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f 

so
ci

al
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t-
-n

ec
es

sa
ry

 f
or

 a
ct

in
g 

et
hi

ca
lly

.
T

he
 C

V
C

E
 s

ki
lls

 a
re

 li
st

ed
 in

 th
ei

r 
po

si
tiv

e 
se

ns
e,

 y
et

 in
or

de
r 

to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
an

d 
nu

rt
ur

e 
th

em
 in

 th
e 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
, t

he
ir

 n
eg

at
io

n
or

 o
pp

os
ite

s 
m

us
t b

e 
di

sc
us

se
d.

 T
ha

t i
s,

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 le

ar
n 

th
e 

sk
ill

s,
te

ac
he

rs
 a

nd
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

ne
ed

 to
 d

is
cu

ss
 th

e 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es
 a

nd
 e

ff
ec

ts
 o

f
no

t h
av

in
g 

th
e 

sk
ill

s.
 F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 C
hr

is
tin

e 
M

cK
in

no
n 

(C
ha

ra
ct

er
,

V
ir

tu
e 

T
he

or
ie

s,
 a

nd
 th

e 
V

ic
es

, 1
99

9)
 d

es
cr

ib
es

 w
ic

ke
dn

es
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Table 1.
Ethical Processes and Skills for Practical Reasoning and Functional Ethics

PROCESS CATEGORY Possible Negative/ Opposite

ETHICAL SENSITIVITY
ES-1: Reading and Expressing Emotion
ES-2: Caring by Connecting to Others
ES-3: Working with group and interpersonal differences
ES-4: Taking the Perspectives of Others
ES-5: Controlling Social Bias
ES-6: Identifying Options and Interpretations
ES-7: Identifying the Consequences of Actions and Options

ETHICAL JUDGMENT
EJ-1: Developing General Reasoning Skills
EJ-2: Developing Ethical Reasoning Skills
EJ-3: Understanding Ethical Problems
EJ-4: Using Codes and Identifying Judgment Criteria
EJ-5: Reflecting on the Process and Outcome
EJ-6: Planning to Implement Decisions
EJ-7: Developing Optimism

ETHICAL MOTIVATION
EM-1: Respecting Others
EM-2: Developing Conscience
EM-3: Acting Respohsibly
EM-4: Helping Others
EM-5: Making Peace and Cooperating
EM-6: Valuing Traditions and Institutions
EM-7: Developing Ethical Identity And Integrity

ETHICAL ACTION
EC-1: Communicating Well
EC-2: Resolving Conflicts and Problems
EC-3: Identifying Needs and Acting Assertively
EC-4: Taking Initiative as a Leader
EC-5: Developing Courage
EC-6: Developing Perseverance
EC-7: Working Hard

References

Violence
Apathy, Disdain
Hate
Narcissism, Delusions
Genocide
Rigidity
Recklessness

Manipulable
Self-centered
Disregard
Resentment
No growth
No follow through
Nihilism

Contempt
Sociopathy
Careless
Miserly
Violence
Anarchy

Violence
Violence
Violence rules
Extremes rule
Cowardice
Disdain
Unaccomplished

Cogan, J. (1997). Multicultural Citizenship: Educational Policy for the 21st century (Citizenship
Education Policy Study, funded by the Sasakawa Peace Foundation, Tokyo)

Johnson, M. L. (1996). How moral psychology changes moral theory. In L. May, M. Friedman, and A.
Clark (Eds.): Minds and Morals. Cambridge, MA: Bradford Books.

McKinnon, C. (1999). Character, virtue theories, and the vices. Toronto: Broadview Press.
Seligman, M. & Czi
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